
 

 

 

 



 

The book has lost its place as the most important means of communicating 
information. Since 1993, the World Wide Web has gradually taken over this role. This 
shift is also of huge significance for the photobook: it no longer needs to fulfil its 
original purpose of distributing printed reproductions of images in a bound form. In 
today’s constant battle for attention, photographic images are no longer reliant on the 
medium of the printed book. 
In this new context, the unique character of the photobook is increasingly coming into 
focus. The fluid transitions from album to book, book to object and library copy to 
collector’s item characterise the complex system that books containing photographic 
images find themselves in today. The framework for the various interpretations of the 
photobook is established by the area of tension between its definition as a printed 
duplication and an artistic means of expression. 
The Fotobibliothek is dedicated to the book in its physical format, and serves as a 
bibliographical documentation centre of the Fotomuseum Winterthur and the 
Fotostiftung Schweiz. In a series of exhibitions in the Passage, it examines its collection 
and poses questions pertaining to the photobook. 


